WR 


Ln, 
Ny 


%, W. 


4 Wc, A... * 
% G fs - 
«A + * - 
"x 1 N 88 
. SA. W * „ 5 
3 18 Ca 
— * 3» Wo * "A * * L 


48 


* 


* 


” 


WF 2 — —„— 


» » 4 1 3 3 _— 

s N 24 

£ . 3 

. OS. » "6 4 7 5 : 


w_— 


WIR WE es 


th AE” 


* 


"4," by”, 
e 
r 


ee 
ee ie te 


* 


SEAL 


os 22 
_ IS ; — 7 2 
122 > „ 2 
N : — — : b 2 
2 54 + YI "IR < 2 
r III UTOI, *, 9 oro ages 
. * ” 1 hy > wr wh. * * * 3 Ry — 
IR 1 . : FS: 
4s, 6 4 > r 
La 3 
. x e 


r 


— 


&2Ke > 


2 
=, 6 y 


0. 


3 


7 
» 
"6 
? 
Th- N 
a 
2 


5 
. wg 
* 
| 1% 
1 
1 
fl 


355 real alarms, by ſhewi 1 


{ AX it 
"WS, ; 1 9 a n 
f „ PIRIE. 7 NM {pp 4 
vAS 24 * 9 8 80 2 
E 5 Nen 1 ww? "4 r Of N 5 . 
ie Pr ; x 4 a * FI > q 1 
£ : a6 d 2 70 1 
LES 
* 
*I 
2 
fb 
1 


this eee 
much alarm, entitles you. r.1 t 
of all the ſubjects in his pl 
Sir, knew the tempers of the 
ter than to dread any dag 
without cauſe, an 
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EX is plain from inis ph fſage⸗ ls ia 40 Rod 
"neCtion; that our Saviour never intended 
propagate his religion by weapons of offence. TV 
words were far tod few for tutlve mei 1 * 
twelve apoſtles were: tao fem tg figlit, Agi © 
world. This paſſage bas: oftentinzes- deen abufed oY 
by men, he under-c61du? vficeligion,” have en-, 
ded to aſſume power bver oihers, and 10. Rratifſx 
their pride or revenge, have. made reli ion, .the, 
mildeſt and moſt mereifub i ſtitutioſi, the dcesses 
ol mne r 1 CO ITTN ins * | 
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O 4 Saviour did; not at chisevai 2 nt 
to defend M ihr, Op e 1076 


to propagate . — Ds his nen 
_ that they had a right to. rüber 9 
unjuſſ aſſault, as ellas eoproyige n 9 28 
for ſupporting themſelves in lite. Thees 
out to them under the ita v abe ps eh wes 
under the notion of a:fwerd ; 
_ forthyrtheough che cities of Juda =. firſt he: 
chem to tl either purſe or fcrig or 
_ apparel; but how, they wert tor d 
the world, e. them t6 male 
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I 75 90 8 as a er % — 2 men, in 5 3 
* . as if they intended to force__the goſpel u- 5 5 ; 
N Pen the world by the point of the ſword, but only, + . 
to uſe reaſonable weapons of defence,: like. travel 
lers who paſs through a ſtrange country, leſt hay” 6: | 

| Gould meet with any ſudden affault from an unex - 
- pected enemy. That bur Saviour means no more 
AK Tuch'a defence as is now mentioned, is e . 

feſt from theſe words; And they ſaid, Lord bere ere. N 
. ; and he ſaid, it is ENOUGH, © 
” * M this as I-ſhall endearour to demon- 
aw theſe tuo following propoſitions, . 


* has Tra Tithe chriſtian religion is not to > be pro- 


e Kghniog and vide. 


- = 1 Tul r it 10 lawful, for chriſtians. 40: defend &* | + 
3 "themſelves when unjuſtly aſſaulted, "gr 6 13 _ 
= 7 The fic e is ed Gram: nr Bac 
. 8 Viourn commandment to his diſciples to love theie 
4 | wier, and pray for them that defpitefully uſe 

| ad not ſo to reſiſt evil as to do an injury to 


\ * 
Mp © 


26thers.- when it can be avoided. He ioſtructz his 
' diſciples: that they were rather to ſuffer loſs, than 
- 20 infilt-ypon a right which might injure their ene. 
- wie; that they were rather to part with a coat or 
ies even things to which they bad an undoubt- 
7 _ 3 than infiſt upon a priviledge which migbt . 
. 3 others, who might be ſo IT 
as engage in an unjuſt and iniquitous law-ſuit. 2 2 5 175 
* tothe nature of the kingdom of Chriet 
| o mae war in ſupport oſ it, for: he declared in 70 0 
of . that teſtwony Which be gave before. P "Pilate, 8 5 31 
that his kingdom. is not of this world, otherwile . 
e have ſoughe, that he ſhould not be 8 | 
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that, bot earnal, but: ſpiritual, :a 
| very 1 that exalis itſeſf againſtthe. knows! - 4 


the nature of ebriſtianity; that the 


: neceſſity of war among chriſtians, If nations were 


not make punctilios of worldly hondur and intereſt, 


__ «they: muſt not, upder an apprehenſſon that i will. 


ie err zu ale midſt * r. 
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through God to bring down high thou aud. 
ledge: of Chriſt. It is owing to men! ignorante ff 
carry on offen:? 

five wars of aby ſort; for thoſe who-koownhe ain! 
af their Lord and maſter, will find nothing in al: 7 
his words and doctrines, that ſo much as hints the 


really chriſtian as ſome profeſs to be, hey would 
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the reaſons and occaſions of war! The apoſtle bas 
i0'a few words given the juſt reaſons and "ound: ot. 2 
all wars, -they proceed from men's Juſts. - Reigen 7. 
on has no ſhare in they: it © comes from SP 2: 
wan en ene a 12 n en TH 45 
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1325 The exarhple; of _ bb! in i. mbaledifes: „ 
conduct, and behaviour, ſet a pattern to his follow - 
ers of love, peace, and benevolence. He could, if 
he had pleaſed, commanded both angels add men 
to have employed their influence; i ia ſupport of his 
kingdom; and yet he uſed no influenee but agu. 
ments, and the evidence of truth to promote his 
religion. When Peter once made uſe of theiwond, : 7: 
(as he, thought) to promote his maſter't cause ou; |; 
Lord commanded him to put it up, wich this ee 
proof. -f, All that take the ſword: ſhall” periſhs; by; 3 
the ſword. It is true, that this paiſage dots not wie 3 
| Jitate: again ſtlawful Aelf-detence, butir: plainly wa, 

that ' Chriſt's: diſciples are not to be the 4ggrenors. / 
They muſt not affault the perſons or properties af: 1 
others, under a pretence of ſupporting religion? 4 


8 the cauſe of Chriſt, do violegee has 
iht Sep: Ay think its enemies, or may really. be 
fo. This defence muſt be left to God himſelf, ha 
has er to be a call of fire about his churehy © 75 4 
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= but: can never produce real perſuaiom 
hen men promote religion by force, it argues a 

kiel of conviction ofthe: truchſthereof ; for 

te religion chat is from above ig pripe}"peaccable; 

| | ee of; good? frums. And 
5 - this lifecandiexamplec of / Chriſt is: the imoſt re 
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Door Savibur in the 3 oh his ended 

"(4 Saber. ſhewed in chat manner his diſciples. 

werk to propagate his religion. They were to for- 

. 'F de their enemies as God forgave them their ans; 
re alſo to feed them when they were hungry, 

1 5 And give them drink when they were thirſty, and 

it they were naked they were ro:clothe: them,. All 

abi ves that in his kingdom there is no violence 

Ary; nor Fan e denon. 
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; * 3 ans, Whosuſed no other methods in propagatic | 


dauerts and duties: They coveted no power, o 

7; dominion,” vor-iotecfergds with what was going on 
jt * 15 mherkidgdoms.ofltbis worlds and in the midſt of. 
nen Muſage and -oppreffion, they lived ſoberly 
peac Ny in the world. When they went 


hing the goſpel, they interfered with no man's 
5 Ele, — meddled with the policy of nations; 
ee er allowed to have any ſhare in the 
a” dra Kates; nor permitted to meddle in 

a ebe, neither did they covet power nor 
* 5 -after re-eminence.” It was long before chriſ- 
1 . were thought worthy: of being members: of 
5 y 18108 obicty, and when they gained a ſhare in the 
| 5 ee temporal See oy” _ be. 
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eee preaching it, and practiſing iti; 1 


5 a aches een to en e ics-principles i "I * 
dun evidence, and à couvenfation,. becoming”; „„ 


would live peacrably and quietly with ne another... -/ 4 
When the apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, 2nd. the ba. 
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when they were exceedingly ill uſed; we nevet fin 


chriſtians to take arms to propagate the 
and the chriſtian. religion, They purſued he al- 4 
loved means of preſervation, and exhortedibelier :- 
ers to live peaceably with all: men; they kbew that 4 


berty, yet it is the liberty berewich Chriſt hath 


goſpeh. There would be no need ofHN]ꝰ,i) e, 
Gfeuſteg on defenſivq, if the doctrines Gb gol. oY 
pel were believed and. prattiſed for then ports Men : 


geliſts that; were ſent: by them and the chnrebes:to'! 7 
preach the goſpel, went through che nations, fun 


that they recommended violence, or deſired: the 5 1 


though the goſpel does not inculcate ſlavery but li· 


made us free, that it commands us to purſue o 3 ; 
ſeek to be free from malice," revenge, luſt, co 
touſneſs. hypocriſy, and pride 3 to purſue liberty,” 
from {elf.righreouſneſs, religious vanity;} and: ws + 
ceit. Aud if this liberty were purſued in the man- 
ner it is reccommended by Chriſt aud b s > bg 
there would be no complaints of A 4 
ſlavery i in nations, no convulfions in ſtates n, cbm 
motions in kingdoms, nor tumults in ſotietyq "Cle 
love and power of religion, would promote Perce, 
encreaſe love to one another; and feeurer OT 
tranquillity. - But this is not eo be expedted; wh 
men are lovers of their own ſelves; -covetaus, boaſe: 7 
ters, heady: and high minded+--Whepiths! ole: ; 
teachers of ws We are idle, 'vahuprtuas r e * 
form to all times, are more zbalous for be TE 
than for the Happineſs of the; flock, pranfy; iber 
appetites, iadulge their, paſſions, cringe a bor 


to the great, ceaſe to reprove them for theiv' vices, 8, 
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e to as company; / and 8 reſend! with) + 
- their dun hearers, of rank and condition, in tbe 
mdſt of their extravagancies without admininſtring 
. reproofs which the goſpel commands to be 
given 10 all without exception, or giving thoſe ex- 
Hbhbortations, and admonitions, that ought to be giv- 
en daily. Profane ſwearing, drunkenneſs, and un- 
ſeemiy converſation, meet in theſe degenerate times, 
with no check from the preſence: of thoſe who call 
themſelves miniſters of the word of God. They 
will even ſometimes throw in their mite to the pro - 
fave: jeſt, join in the laugh againſt religion, and 
Nand Ready, till the bottle and the bowl be empty, 
and then: *go' tottering home with a good canſrience. 
S- Inſtead of, being inttant in ſeaſon, — out of ſeaſ- 
don in preaching. exhorting, admoniſhing, and re- 
bukiog finners, they are inſtant at all ſeaſons, in 
ing forward the vanity, pride, and indifference: 
of Wote to whom they are paſtors. Ia their public 
diſcourſes: there is a, barrenneſs of religion, which 
ceeds! from the want of that divine ſalt of the 
word of God, which only can ſeaſon religion to 
ade ſouls of men ; and a timidneſs of uttering the 
Pure dockrines of the word of God, for fear of of- 
2 te . e nn have no etl nn = 


| 4 * 2 5 Me: OP wes 
-briis n no ander that! the blen ave; like e 
. when they perceive that they wink at ſin, 
and d not reprove-it, they imagine that there is 
no criminality! in it, and purſue vice without ſhame | 
or fear. Oa the firſt day of the week, the day ap- 
Pei for the worſhip of God and religious in- 
ſtruction, the moſt part of modern audiences, in- 
ſead of of mercy, judgement, and faith, righteouſ- 
peravce,. and judgment to come, hear a: 
8 Fonts turned periods, read over without ei- 
tber dhe beaukier of. holineſs, or the dangers of fin. 
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my people ſball dwell in a peaceable babitationg and in 


foundation of all peace with God., and true 


teoufneſs? When they are entertained merely wi 


but are not inſtructed in the righteouſaeſs Which 
the dry iofipid reaſonings of the philoſpbhers; ſuch 


their hearts to love and ſelf-denjal 5 anne x 4 | 
7 — But he was only a poor n and es. ws 
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Anand, to \be delivered in ſome 2 Ao, 1 

10 the reſt of the brethren mark the prescheg i 
enthufiaſt, a rude, and ungenteel perſon, ee ml 
the copſicaces of. maukind, with the hety 3 
and the ugiineſs and. danger of iniquity. 105 
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| Our Saviour add bis apoſtles Jaid his ogndation © 
:-of all true peace and quietneſs in in rightegufneſs, as J 
it was foretola by the prophets in afcient times. 
. The work of rigbteouſneſi ſball be peace, and the — 
- of righteouſneſs, quietneſs and afſurante forever;: a 


a ſure dwelling place, I Where this irighteouſnels.is 
believed, it will meliorate the. tempers of men, and 
make them quiet and peaccable-like lambs z- under 
the influence thereof, they will walk humbly wüun 
God, and bebave peaceably to all men The docs. 4 
trine of a divine righteouſneſs as tha reaſon; of a 
| Goners, acceptapce with God, makes every ſoul Wo 
believes it gentle and eaſy entreated, full of love 
and good fruits. Where this doctrine e A 
taught and underſtood, the ſubjects of all denomi- 4 
nations will be holy and pace able. This, e 
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among men. How cao men expect troe eee | I 
.quiet when they neither hear nor ubderflayd Nah. 


7 


the enticing words which man's wiſdom teacheth, 


: pleaſe th God? When they hear nothing eren e 
Jargon of the ſchoolmen, the cant of orat or br 


doctrines may teach them to wrangle, and dilpute, . 
aud. make them hate one another, but cannot form 


full as proud as Alexander, althoug 


* 
9 3 
12 4 Th | 
: 8 a - As 
5 225 I. * 


; er aa ou eightoqulacs 96: E 


5 2 f : 
x O "4 . : > * "A * 9 N id 
g 1 $7 * ian * »4 * 
L "x CES »% 1 1 97 1 i," WT T., =" 
5 a - - EF = £ - - x ” SF of. . 7 
1 . x, $;. 3 F 5 5 * 0 $ * w#+ + 7 I wx 1 29 
a * 7 * 4 1 5 * * LIPS, 2 Fl 
T . Fe 1 4 TOS wa 85 * * 
0 2 4 2 * ny OR 2 1 1 1 * 
| U A - * & ” * - ** 13 2% . 4 
£ « - U 4 * , y * 
S < F 2 . 2 9 4 2 - * * £352 if 1 + IN 
p ' \ & £ 7 , oe Ie « 2 N 4 2 7 
7 N 3 N 4 N 0 — » 2 - * 8 * 
" F . p i 11 * , th 1 r * 
. / 3 1 ad > * 6 
5 p bo + ei 


n 


oe 


+ "I i be ee and beſief Forint” 
that forms the difference between a righteous! man | 

and a ſinner, which- will always diſcover itſelf by 
the fruits of righteouſpeſs, une are you we 5 


a. urance of hope unto the ed. 


An dther kinds of tutorage, or tu ob; leaves 
mes in a ſtate of wickednefs, the coble quence of 
which is, they are like the troubled ſaa when it cun- 
mot reſt, whoſe waters caft up mire and dirt, concern- a 
ing which it is added, there is no peace, faith God, to 
te wicked. It is no wonder they are afraid of their 

bearers turning riotous, who are confcious theßp7 | 
* „ eee them that . ee ger worketh 1 


N | 
- Ts. u ul ohar lalmppotioniert are infulted 3 


"an they:exerciſe ſo ſeldom the office of chriſtiaa 
biſhops? They teach the people by their own ex- 
-amiple, that pride, which has been and will be the 
bane of peace to the end of the world. In their 
ſermous there is nothing to lead a ſinner to a true 
keaſdt of hope, por a believer to ſelf. denial and 
 abaſement 4 and if there were, their own manner 
of lite and behaviour is the ffrongeſt antidote againſt 
their doctrine. But where do we ſee in the public 
| "Biſeovries of the doctors Tllotfon, Sherlock, Gib. 
Jon, Secker, and Herring, which are now become ö 
we ſtandard. of pulpit! cioqence in Great Britain, 

1 J "tenement of Chriſt,” as the fole requiſite of our 
UE Acceptance with God, the practice of love, obedi- 
e ence, and ſelf denial ſet Fords in the manner that 
WE the apoſtles taught them 2 We may ſee the dignity | 

1 or ihe biſhop, the reverence of rhe doctor, and tbe 
_ - ce the clergyman, but the work of righ- 
—_- tego, which is peace, lizs buried under that 
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| 2 5 3 ſelf righteous lumber. That this is no 
= - calymny thrown upon theſe magniſiceot characters, 4 
Ever 1 * _ the new Teltament, and 8 
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in their dignity they are removed at ſuch à diftance 


not prove them to be of the ſame ſpecies and nature, 


15 pre-eminence in religious ebaracters; it is in 


raiſes the dead; and for this reaſon thoſe who be- 
ing that they never can be high in this world, pro · 


of the go 
quietly, and thoſe who do not, are only publiſhin 
to the world, that they are not true Chriſtians, butt 
hypocrites, and unbelievers, who are ignorant ae . 
the true nature of chriſtianity, and though t WE; 


evident. oy 
. Fo the 1 ot our Savio * de- 


[> fended and preſerved his life till all things, = 4 
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r eee pony Gon.” erceive. "The: ages dT. 
pride and importance in their method 950 mh 


+ of teaching mankind, inſtead Abe e We 


mility and felf denial, ſtrike the minds apd fen 


of hearers and. readers with impreſſions of hain 
conſequence i in their tranſactions with God Aud | 


from the ordinary rapks of men, that if death did 


they might be miſtaken for another kind of ratio- 
nal creatures, When men are ſtriving for world le 
4 


ble there can be true peace in the world; 
ſome muſt be preferred to others, it is 4.87 the 
power of. nature for men to love "thoſe who they 
think have not done them juſtice, or who have ſup- 
planted them. That ſtrite which our Saviour ſaw 
riſing among his diſciples, who ſbould be the great? 
and which be checked with an early prohibitions .. 


will never ſuffer peace to continue where it prevails, -- A 
But the genius of chriſtianity teaches men not io 


expect any preferment for being religious till Chriſt 


lieve it, reſt ſatisfied 3 in their humble ſtations knows . 


vided ny live godly and righteouſly, The genius _ 
pel of Chriſt teaches all Chriſtians: lieg 


profeſs Chriſt, yet in works they deny HCC 
2. The lecoad- propoſition to be dea A 
is, that it is lawful tor Chriſtians to defend them- 2 
ſelves when uojuſtly aſſaulted. This will. appear 


were written in the ſcriptures, concerning bim Wers 


ee and e * I mad thoſe 
B-” that. 
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14 Ae ane of felf- defence 2 
EE OR came to apprehend him fall backwards to the 
-- _ground, he ſhewed them what in juſtice he had a 
} Fight to do, and what they juſtly deſerved. He 
might have reſiſted their violence, and have defen- * 
g 1 himſelf, provided, be had not engaged to yield | 
an obedience unto the death, and to give his life 
a ranſom for foners. To have preſerved his own 
ke by a lawful defence would have been confiſtent 
both with the law of nature, and with many good 
and approved examples. — But he had devoted him- 
ſelf a facrifice for finners, and could not conſiſtently 
with his character of the Meſſiah, preſerve his own” 
_ "Jife longer than the ſcripture was fulfilled concern- 
_ ing him, for he was allo to fulfill it by his death, 
But till every thing that was written in the law and 
«the prophets was accompliſhed in bis life, be preſer- 
: ved it by all lawful means of defence, | 
Bur in all caſes of defence, it ought to be par- 
ticularly conſidered, ncver to hurt our enemies 
provided we can preſerve ourſelves without doing 
_ of it. Religion requires that we only defend our 
- own rights without taking revenge or ſeeking re- 
* taliation 3 that we preſerve our own lives, with 
out making an attempt upon tbe lives, of thoſe who 
map have affaulted us. Our Saviour came not to 
[ dueſtroy mens lives but to fave them, and to give 
Mis life a ranſom 'for many. It is therefore coun- 
14 "reraQting as far as we can, the end of his coming 


into the world to purſue meaſures .which tend to 
| endanger other men's lives. That meekneſs and 
- mercy which the goſpel inculcates, and which ir 
forms in the hearts of all true believers, diſpoſes 
its followers to ſhew kindneſs to the very worſt of 
hte enemies. It is no*principle of the. goſpel to 
wiſh for revenge and retaliation ; all its principles f 
are full of clemency, grace and benignity. Good - | 
men, and ſincere followers, of Jeſus, when they 
defend themſelves againſt unjuſt violence and a- 
Hault, will not injure their enemies when they are 
ia a ther Powers nor 2 . for 2 former 
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vilfully, are not poſſeſſed with the ſpirit of h 


him. When men mingle their paſſions with here 
+ ideas of right, and religion, they -are often ready” w 


_ ence between ſtedfaſtnels and outrage, between de- 


of it. The goſpel allows all men to defend them 


puniſn the crimes that are committed againſt them 


when the Jews lay in wait for him, and he was a. 


5 infidelity : They may claim the benefit of the a 
they may aſk the priviledge of good ſuhjects ſu per- 


They may alſo remogſtrate againſt injury and in- 


are citizens they may claim the right of all other. wal 
good ſuhjects, and whar.the laws allow. others (6 


injury which they may have received from: | I x "2% 4 
Thoſe that can hurt their enemies defignediy, Inge ** 


© ® 


viour of the world; - Who prayed for those e : 
deſpitefully uſed him, and healed the ear of i 
vant of the high prieſt, who came rudely to Aut 1 


to do unrighteous, and unjuſt things; but the gals 
pel teaches all who believe it, to reſtrain their paſſi- 
ans, and behave ſoberly, There is a great differ- 


fending truth, and committing injuſtice in ſupport 


ſelves, and their juſt rights, againſt violence, ang 
aſſault, and to reſiſt even unto blood, ſtriving a. 
gainſt ſin; but there is neither precept nor example 
in it, that authoriſes violence, or permits men t 


with their own hands, whea they can preſerve 
themſelves by mere defeneeſee. 
2. From the example of the Apoſile Paul, who 


fraid of his life, and ſuſpicious that their influencg = 
with the Roman Governor might prevail againſt 
Juſtice, he appealed unto Cz/ar.. This was claiming 


the defence of the civil ſword, and making ule. 94. 4 
the laws, which were originally intended te reer? 
the lives of the ſubjects. This all Chriſtians: may * 
do without being charged with either rebelligFor 


pee” - 


fect conſiſtency with all the doQrines of the Golpel. 


_ 


F. 


juſtice, and claim the rights of honeſt men and good i 
citizens. They may do:this with confidence ande 
full aſſurance, that they are guilty of no crime, nor- 


aſk any favour which the Goſpel forbids.'. If te, 
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F claim, cavnot be denied them without injuſtice. 
| To become paſſive ſlaves, is inconfiftent with the 
'F character of. rational creatures, and is not required 
by the Goſpel, which is the perfection of reaſon? 
Men who are enemies to all freedom, becauſe they 
themſelves are ſlaves to baſe Infts and paſſions, and 
Want to tyranize over others, may determine the 
claims of other men unreaſonable and unjuſt ; but 
let them change fides, and apply their own doctrine 
to themſelves, and they will be obliged to change 
their opinion, and alter the form of their arguments. 
The King of Ifrael could reaſon and harrangue with 
= great"gnergy, againſt the oppreſſion and unjuſtice 
1 of the man who took his neighbour's Ewe lamb; 
but when the Prophet told him, fe was the man, 
it diſarranged his arguments, and confounded all 48 
his philoſophy. There is ſomething exceedingly 
|  abfurd in the conduct of thoſe who, pretend them- 
Fj felves to be Chriſtians, and infiſt that others bear - 
jag the ſame character, ſhould not enjoy the ſame 
EY Privileges which they claim as their right. A Chrif- 
dun miniſter, or Chriſtian magiſtrate, has no clalm 
do privilege or prerogative but what they have 
from the laws, and the fame laws have ſecured the 
El] © Fights of every man who behaves worthily. The 
£1  caſniſts, of the laſt century, who defended the. 
perſecution of the Puritans, inſiſted, that Preces ef 
ere ſunt arma Eecleſiæ; (i. e.) that prayers and 
ei are the armour of the Church, profeſſed at 


mY 


mich me time that they were they true church, and 

oft conſequence, that when they perſecuted others, 

= they uſed weapons that did not belong to the church 
'of Chrift, It appears to have a very ill grace, for 


men profeffing the Chriftian religion to pretend 20 
ba ve a right to impoſe upon others what they pleaſe, 
Aud then to tell them they have no other remedy 


— 4 
8 ks 1 
2 L 
a F "vi 
[ 9 1 
5 22 % 
. . i 
Ar, : 
„ a * * 
f 8 
, ; Fs * 
1 
9 


; . . 
* 
* - 
bh Py an 
r 


1 
3 _ 
P . WIR 2 
Lad 


explained and vindicated, & e 


Fx If Chriftians, when oppreſſed by a have | -"Y 


: 1 : 
— 
* 5 F 


= i right to no other remedy except ſuffering, it 
would be neceſſary to know from what authorii 


one part of Chriſtians derive a right to opreſs thei. 5 "4 


other. If this proceeds from their beiog ia power, 
and their right is founded upon their dominion, 
it muſt then follow, that right and dominion art in- 
ſeparable, ano, that whoever have the good fortune 


to be upermoſt an never be in the wrong. It does 


not appear that Chriſtians, when advanced to power, 


are exalted above the laws of Chriſt, but that a2 


Vc 4 


Chriſtian magiſtrate, is as much obliged to ba hum * 
ble, meek, and merciful, as a Chriſtian Des 2 


bound to deny himſelf and to take up his croſs and 


follow Chriſt, as much as the loweſt of the fubjeſts, -- I 


A Chriſtian rulep; as a church member, is # ſubject. 
of the goſpel, and bound both by his office and his 
_ Chriſtian character, to all the duties of bratherhoody- . 
and can never, by any civil office he can bear, he 


freed from his duty as a Chriſtian man. When 5 


Chriſtians in power claim a right to opprels their 
bretbren, by virtue of their exaltation, they then 
turn Chriſtianity into a ſyſtem of Heatheniſm, and 
renounce the Chriſtian character. The greate!) mo- 
narch in this world, who profeſſes the Chriſtian 
religion, and joins in the communion of the Lord's 
Supper, the moment he forgets the idea of Chit... 
tian brotherhood, and oppreſſes his brethren 
gives up the Chriſtian character, and though 
may continue to be a king, he can no longer 13 
confidered as a Chriſtian, Difference of religion 
does not make void his authority as a magiſtrate, - 
nor free ſubjects from their obedience to him in 
lawful commands, yet ſuch a, practice totally diveſts 
him af that Chriſtian character which the New Teſ- 
tament deſcribes. True Chriſtians will obey even 
an Unjuſt ruler, but they will never aſcribe to him 


8 = Chriſtian character. There is ſomething very ri- 


2 nad in the luppoſition of men claiming the 
5 nne nee when | ia all the * parks. 
of 
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. e brsdder they are as inconſiſtent witn 


45 men profeſſiag Chriſtianity, to tell another that 
'F the goſpel obliges them to ſuffer oppreſſion at their 
FE Hands patiently, is the ſame thing as to ſay that 
3 IY they themſelves have renounced Chriſtianity, and 
are no longer ſubject to the goſpel. For what pre- 
cept or doctrine of the Chriſtian religion gives any 
3 Aenomination of, Chriſtians a right to oppreſs the 
others ?. Thoſe who reſiſt the violence of oppreſ- 
bore, and cacry it no farther than reſiſtance, tranſ- 
— 1 no law of the Chriſtian religion, but thoſe 
| ho are guilty of oppreſſion, tranſgreſs/the eſſential 
. principles of the goſpel. which requiresus to be mer - 
ill, as our Father in heaven is merciful. 

Ye Fs From the example of the prophet EA ihe, who 
he + refiſted the meſſenger of the King of Iſrael. who 
was ſent to take off his head. It is a memorable paſ- 
Men and we ſhall read it at large. Then he ſaid, 
FS + Sod do ſo and more alfo to me, if the head of 
2 Ekſp, the ſon of Shaphat, ſhall ſtand on him this 
day, Aud Elba ſat in his houſe, (and the Elders 
3 A at d him) and the king ſent a man from be- 

2 ee him; but ere the meſſenger came to him, 
2 ze ſaid to the Elders, fee how this ſon of a 
* — murderer bath ſent to take away mine head | 
5 rays Look when the m ſſenger cometh, ſhut the 

e door, and hold him falt at the door: is not the 

wy found of his . maſter's feet behind wal 's 2”. 
* Had it been a fia to have reſiſted royal authority; 
ehe ſanQtion of a prophet could not have rendered 
- lawful; for obedience to the lawful command- . 
ments of magiſtrates, is the duty of a ſaint, as well 
mea finer. Had. reſiſtance of royal violence been 
ow 2 Hiaful. the prophet would have been guilty in not 

|. patiently delivering up his head. Prophets and A- 
bpoſtles had no excluſive privileges with reſpect to 
gdqauties more than others. But it is plain that the 
- peek . aud called him the on. of 
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te firſt principles of the goſpel. For one part of EP; 
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a murderer into the bargain. There was here no 
paſſive obedience; arid: bon · reſiſtance, but a Pain 


and poſitive reſiſtance of royal authority, attended 
by the king in perſon. Whether this is awful nor, 
and to be imitated under the new Teſtament is the 


queſtion ? And this queſtion qur Saviour hath an« 


{wered, when he ſaid, hat he came not to deſtroy the 


4 plained and vinditoted, Se. 1 


1 


law wed the prophets, but to fulfill them. - Fortbough 
he reccomended peace, mercy, and good order, 


he allowed his diſciples to detend their lives againft 
the attacks of unjuſt and malevolent men, 
4. FRou the authority of the moral law ſelf, 


and the ſcope of the Golpel, which requires us to 
preſerve our own life as well as the life of others; 
which could not be done provided we wers not al- 


lowed to reſiit unjuſt violence, from whatever ſource 


it may proceed, The fixth commandment of the 


moral law fays,: then ſbalt not kill; which certainly 
implies that we are to preſerve our own lives; as 


long as we have not forfeited then! by actual tranf- 
reſſion of known ſtatutes. No authority upon 
earth has a right to take away a man's life, while he 


does nothing but what the law allows; and he cer · 
tainly has a right to defend himfelf againſtan Aoge!, 


if be ſhould unjuſtly affault him t cannot be ſup- .. 
poſed, that Chriſt, who came to fulfil the law, © 
could ever give commandments and inftitutions 0 
make it void, which would be the cafe if the Gotp:i. 7Þ 
_ obliged us to ſurrender our lives, 'and «be means of 


life, at the command of every lawleſs ryrant who: 
might require them. We are commanded to he- 


\ 


nour father and mother, and to obey lawful author - 
ty; but if our fathers and mothers, "any vthee 
authority ſhovld* find a pretence to oh u fte 
means of life, or attempt to take away dur res, | 

ment 
to preſerve them, as by the fifth to ſhew v verente 
to authority. And that authority can deſerve no 


we are as much bound by the ſixth commune 


reverence which requires us to travſpreis the law of 


e ; IDE it is a firit e from which & Challe 4 9 
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; And ought to be the objects of every man's judgment: 


BK _ ſerving the Intention of the Goſpel, and preſerving ET 


1 ; ; wk to . God ks 1 S 
"God require us to preſerve our lives by all mem ; 
lawful, is it not lawful to defend ourſelves when 
there is no proof of tranſgreſſion of any law brought 
"againſt ps? The arbitrary. will of one man, or a2 
.thoufand, is not law ; the laws are known, and are 


and there are few ſo-unreaſonable and wicked, but 
in the caſe of tranſgreſſion, will find the evidence \,*. 
of the laws againſt them. I have now demonſtra;ed 
theſe two propoſitions, namely, that religion is not 

to de propagated by fighting, and weapons ofoffence, _ 
And that it is lawful for Chriſtiags to defend + 
| themſelves agaioſt unjuſt violence and aſſault, I 
- ſhall now conclude with giving a few rules for ob- 


; peace of ſociety. 

Lr men rule well their ownſelves and families : 
25 them walk ſoberly, and thew a good example to 
their children and domeſtics, ſerving and fearing - 
the Lord. When parents and maſters of families 
make free with divine commandments, neglect their 
5 to God, and alſo tranſgreſs his precepts, they - 
muſt not expect their children and ſervants to de 
-faithful.. Example has often more influence than 
eee, and an evil pattern from a father, or a mal- 
2 will ſoon be copied by his children and ſervants. | 
parents and maſters, therefore take care that 

y d not lead thoſe under them aſtray by heir 
"£1 25 | examp le. © Let maſters of families worſhip God 
3 their +53 in preſence of, and jointly with 
_ thoſe that live with them. This will tend to- ſuggeſt 
the preſence of God twice in the ewenty-four. hours 
to all in the family, and nothing has a greater ten- 
- dency to deter men fram iniquity than a ſenſe of the 
divine preſence. It is a melancholy reflection, that 
2 us pf high life think themſelves above worſhip- 
_ pivg God in — own families, and their inferiors 
-take ſpecial tare t6 follow them; that even beggars 5 
NES. now | Ange of 2G wel, | The world i 4 2 
general 


L FREY — * * _ 


* "” Be. "hat . datos in AIG: 2 1 56 bo ; 1 
1 5 of polite; that there ark but few 1 baſe 9 
OO « 6+ſhlp'of' God is obferved And! of * 
doubt but I ſhall receive ſome genial cuiles or ns” A 
reflection; But till this duty is better obſerve, sa N 
more punckually performed, there is litle 1 Y 
B+ the following” generation bet ing beiter than” theſe 2 
l fathers. Thofe who rob God of his, ſervice, mult: > 
4 95 not expect that thoſe whom they learn by cheir en. 
_ amplets proceed in tlie ſame path, will prove honelt | 
to them, any farther than the feat o f pusiſhiedt 
may ivfluence them. - | 4 
3. Law tie edbtation oh be more attended” $4 
to; let the tender minds of childret be early ſeaſun- 3 
ed with ſound principles and the love of truth. . — 
* 15 mong other things fe them be made to read the 
I cſtcriptures, the pure word of God, among thein fe 4 
| exerciſes, after they are taught to read their own. LY — 
language. This is a profitable ſtudy, for the ſerſp⸗ 7 
cures contain, all things neceſſary. to make the -T 
Cod perſettl. The ſcriptures {hould be made a W OY 
book, aud uſed in all ſchöols; for it contall 
great variery' of entertainment, and our crasf 
I ot the bible is the beſt Eüg un author that we base. 
I - Attour beſt authors, p 5 5 of ſublimity. in prov... 
I portion as they imitate or borrow. from. the ſerip⸗ 
" rures. Add whit is morethin'all, it is in the words. = 
t 0 God that we bave a reaſon of 8 good h« pe ad il 
F dhe belt rules for keepin A good-confelence. -. Thee 
RA things chat canndt be foo carly learned. The = 
: be moral pre cepis that are e in other writ- 1 
8 
1 


4 


7 
rs * 
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* inge, 1 hough tliey are valuable aud have theft uſes, 4 
E on Jet Hy and inlipid when compared 'with he 
” , Þ- dottrines of the "facred' oratles, The i . Y 


We ford us ſketches of the moſt ancient Biſtory, ac 
* inform us of what could never have been een 5 5 
P” I withopt them} moreover they warn my — - 
a frame our lives,” and ſhew ut Hat tber * | 
LE Win jo up for them that keep the 5 x 15 5 
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"Jad jewill dem or never be found in experience, 


e uch given to the reading of the | 


* 0 
* 


I obvious, that a man makes a ridiculous 0 


are wicked and unruly, It is a remark 


hre in the character of an eminent biſtorian, who 


1% > well acquainted with the ſcriptores, but in the 


20 8 


1 2 


3 of a Chriſtian he can make no figure at 
all without chat knowledge. Even infidels and 
-  deifts, cannot enliven their own converſation with- 
but ſome acquaintance with the ſacred oraclcs; for . 
when they intend to ſay a witty or ſmart ching, they 

erally have recourſe to the ſeriptures, for ſome 


| [i 4 - of their alluſions, fimilies, or metaphors, wbich 


though they pervert them to their own deſtruction, 
Tet they plainly ſhew that they cannot be witty and 
- Imart without them. There is not as much uſe- 
ful knowledge in all the literature in the world as 


there is in the word of og i it ought therefore to 


de early ſtudied. 
All the duties whick x we owe to God and one a- 

e are there fully ſet forth at firſt hand by Gd 

- Himſelf. The whole duty of man from the begin- 


ning of the world to the end thereof is to be found 


therein; and what is more, there is a deſcription of 
- the glory that ſhall be at laſt revealed, and a ſecuri- , 
* thereof moſt fully and perfectly delineated. ._ 
3. Tn x miniſters of i word, ought to attend 
wo exhortation, admonition, and rebuke; the paſ- 
dcors of the churches oughe to ſpeak freely to their 


; * = and ſhew them the whole counſel of God. 


Every pat ſh miaiſter ought to have no more hear. 5 
nder his charge, than he can know and do du- 


1 to perſonally, whoſe places of abode and manner =; 


; 0 I A 2 Ate. he ought to de acquainted with. As thoſe 


mnie are ſaid 40 have the cure of ſouls, they 
- ought to-tudy to know in what manner they be- 
© bave,: how they i improve in knowledge, encreaſe in 


6 a1 F | : eit, ractice, and if they attend divine ordi- 


en They Lg As bo to. enquire, if Jar: Its 
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that others alſo fear. From the number of le 


| es do not diſcharge their duty. Is it poſſible that 


Ia buſes without apy other 


are obſtinate, rebuked before all, according to the” . 


of men and women would ſo openly profane divine 


many taking their flight on the ſabbath morning, - ? 
from the ordinances of the church, but that the - 


authority over them? Has the church only authoris' 3 

. 2 . 5 {oy " : 1 p N R.- "ol 
diſcipline for profane ſwearers, labbath breakers,” 1 
and druokards ; no cenſures for the diflolute; 2 
civious and vile? Or is ſhe rather willing to allow - | 
under the cloak of forbearance ? Can the fo far © 
_ civious, the irreligious, the profaner of the Lord's 4 
day, the covetous gambler, the ſwazcer and dcn]? . 1 
ard to eat and drink judgment to themſelves, by ad-. 


the Lord's ſupper? after ſeeing: of this What may 6 
We not expect to follow? What will not wen de 


their own houſes,” 
1 . 8 4 | - 2:5 4&3 Fs 4 
bjection, whether id 
2 2 K 2957 Ne 
6 1.4 1 E 


— 


ing their children in ſu | 
| God, read the ſcriptures, and walk hun 
that are unruly, muſt be admoniſhed 
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years moſt /adly evince. 
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could this obloqy ariſe? No effect can be without 
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ligence to baniſh and drive away all erroneous. and 4 
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others to the ſame.“ Whatever gloſs of 17 


ſons of the Romiſh perſuaſion, therefore they ought 
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